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In October, 1922, Leonerd Dowdy wos edmitted to Perxins Institution 
eee INStructed In ihe Desf’ +) Hlind Denartment., This) denertment is 

Seem ce Cirection or Miss Inis'2. Hall, who wees her ede -tation ofthe 
Tadoma method of instruction to tre exclusion of the manual method which 


sne believes should he indefinitely vostponed. 
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Mere is srovinge sunport for the ored et op osed to the i 
manuel for the chief meric of sneech for the dee r- lind. Finel decision 
Os TO wnetner children with ut sisht and hearing should ce introduced 
to the manuel alyhebet before they learn voerl speech, shortly after 
tney have estahlished voice technicies, or wheth-r it shoule he nost- 
poned a number of yvrars until s»ve-ch hes »ecome the naturel mode of ex- 
pression, cen be reached only after the different techniaues have been 
given ae bP Veils 


The develonment of e definite nrorrem of instruction will be made 
S0SSible by the evalueti>n of the different methods on the basis of 
observations mate xy those aepniving them. The deta recer:'ed in the 
present stucy »rovide a meesure of the vrogress made where a nrogram 
has been planned on the theory tnet the best method of instruction is 
thet which postpones the introcucti'n of the menual alphabet until after 
the use of voval speech has been well este vlished. 


At the age of twenty-cne months, ¢nree JOOP S before he was brought 
to Per’tins, Leonerd, a normal, healthy, active seby, wes striccen with 
whet wes diacnosed as “brain fever and sleeping sickness" or vossibly 
Peonel Meningitis. For elucst nine we-ks he lay in .a come running a 
temoereture betwern 104 and 105 eegrees. When he regs eon od consciousness, 
it wes discovered thet he hed lost both sight and hearing. According to 
his moth: r's estimate he had acquired a svnoken Ea ee of between 
thirty-five and forty words, inciudine vroner nouns, before his illness. 
He had used also simole sentences such as, Madey. is going to work.! 

His parents vermitted him to live es normal a lift as ‘nossible after his 
recovery anc consciously stimulated kis unusual sens PCI V 1 UW SO VPRretions.s 
Maco the time of his entrance at Perkins et the age of five years and 
four months, however, he received no speech instruction. 


To veople who have followed Leonard's develonment during the past 
two years his acquisition of oral sverch se-ms little short of marvelous. 
The study which follows reveals thet his svoken, meaningful vocabulary 
at seven years of age is apvroximately equal to that of a normal seeing 
and hearing child of two years, and is »robebly suverior to the svoken, 
meaningful vocabulary of the everege deaf-secing child of seven years. 
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Introduction 
In discussing the develovment of m-aningful voce>ulery, conceptual 
es well as svoken, in deaf-blind children it is nscessery to heer in 
Mind thet until such a child has acquired sufficient language to be 
Teught to r-ad, he has no way of acquiring language incidentally. Only 
through direct instruction docs he Icarn the meaning and vronuncietion 
of new words. ‘ith the vresentetion of cach new word there must be some 
identifying objcet or exnericence which is so closely releted to the word 
thet he can meks his own associstions between ths object anc the symbol. 
That is, only through such essociations, docs he acgquiro wores and groups 
Of words 6s vert of his meaningful vocebulary. 


This very hendicep in lansuazc devezloxwment docs, however, maka it 
Meecijl= for the exverimontsr to checm the. langue:ec zrowth of a deaf- 
meena ychild with @ much nisner dezre: of accurecy than is vossible with 
se-ing end hcering children. Nevertheless, just how many words a deaf- 
Hlind child understands thet nea cannot sneak, is not sesy to jude, -s 
Peormey ropet to the total imaening of e ohrese or sent-nce without 
Poor -cieting the ~ ening of th individuel words. He may elso under- 
peero hemeening of words which he Is not yet eaulinped to’ cronounce 
Meco. (For this reason, it hes scoem-d Teesible to attcmnt a r-port 
on Leonard's svokxon, n-enineful voce>vlrery only; not on his commlete one. 


ahe Proesont Study 
ieineve sbanvted ourselvoerin this resort’ te the Tollowing subjeets> 
Dpetne sigs and neture of Leonerd'’s vocabulary, uo to June 1, 1934. 


°. The extent to which his vocabulary devcolonmnent nerallels thet 
Orasecing. children. 


ms His Gentenes constriction -- his free use of words in the develop- 
menu Of S°ntcncess ent’ vhe dseras of comolexity, of the sentences. 

fe elmoiecntwcns OF these Tiicines Ino let ton;vo the deve lope 
ment of methods for instructing the orc-school deaf-blind in the 


Unless otherwise indicet:d, we rofer only to Leonerd's m-aningful, 
spoksn vocebulery. 


survey of the Literature 
Voeabulery daveloonent of the deef-blind 


Sines fow doaf-blind children heve betn treinsc durins th ir. pre-~ 
Serool yoers, there heave becn al-ost no attempts to study their vocabu- 
ie develoomeant. \ Jn this: country, atleast, the only studics of which 
we know are thos: mede by trechers of deef-blind childron et Porkins, 
Only onc study, that of “illie Blizabeth Robin, being at all comuarable 
Meth ivirs One of Leonard. “illic Loet her sight and hnering at’ tho age 
of cightcen months from whet wes called catarrhel fever, but which may 
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TRAE ON ies 


Mevo bechn spinel miningitis. She 


ayes ‘ad Perkins when she was six years 
ena five months old. Willic's ecaqu 


wuisition of snée:cen wes somewhrt com- 
plicated by the fact-that she wes taucht vocebulary nenuelly as well as 
em Six months cla, she is seid to 


vocelly. When she was siven yoars 
have known six hundred words manually. “hon she wes just ebout seven, 
she articulates? her first word, ‘meme’. Thres months lster she added 
meer nore WOres; millvendimen, to. aor vocesulery end. during the next 
Menon Wwe cen find a recorc of six aedcitioneal words, moo, arm, Emma, Nill, 
fee, 6rd bad. "hen she ves, sven end e half, eh> ar A leaiete nor Tf LS e 
sontence, “To wosh with SOBD. Tato ewe Suc cordd, say ton. Ssnvencess. 
Porches records, @ notc is acve of the fact thet she could socek some 
Pearcy or forty words in FPabruery, 1892,. This was when sh: wes about 
Seremiena a haley. “nen illic wes cicht end.a helf,' she wes seld to be 
Perc ureuing ainmost cyeryoning, tod) reéecing from the Fourth Roeder, 
feoecO De Using & typewriter. jlhis, after cniv two vears of instruction. 


‘e 
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Just what wore considere words we do not ‘snow, sor cdo we ‘now what 
Pe iuence her menuel vocabele Hon doom ilies ecarasttion of oral 
soceeche 


Bogner enild, idith Proms, lost hor sight et th: azc of four ysoers 
Peo ri hearing at Six. ene, had, tirreforc, considerablo backeround in 
Peecen Ociore Suc beceme dver end blind. “hen adith evme to Perkins in 


Jenuary, 1888, she remombcrcd forty-threa wor’s, most cf them namcs of 
Pep ecoee WiLL welich she head iimnssictoiy to do, such es nenkin, orange, 


Piortwmnonce Seaded words racidiy end accordins to the record, et the ond 
rr 


@f six months, she could svcak 105 words. (Our count o 
he record is 126 words.) 


LOSS 2 LveEN EN 
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Only one oth r child can bo in eny way comnered with Leonard and 
Pew /is Thomas String:r. Tomiy Icst his sight and hcoering when he was 
peur years old. 35fore that time, he spoke "froly and plainly." 


Tommy ‘enterscea Perkins six months eftcr nis illness, but was not 
teen wonguerc oractice until the, following S-notemban, elnost a year 


a) N 


Seer ne lost his sicht end heering, His teaciir, ‘liss ‘Mergarst ull, 
meoarentiy “cpt i careful record of nis acqsisition of lanmiace. For the 
Perse voor no wes teught renuelly. Ho did not begin to articulste words 
foo Decembor, 1892, wh -n ho learned to say peps, meme, Tom, arm, two, 
end come. The following February no know 250 words menually and could 
Bo-a« pleinly 24. In Junc, 1893, he usid 600 words nenuelly. In May, 
1894, when he wes sevon yoars and ten months old, he wes eble to say two 
sentences. 


Helen Keller's acquisition of lengusr: is not at all comperable with 
that of Leonard's becaus she hed hac e greet decal of manual training 
Perore “she wes introduced to voczl spcoch, et th: are of nine ycars. 
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(Som:timc it would ie Wiove Seite On me eee) Seam Of) ane Crmoerative 
wejus of menual and voce] ins an ths ecavisition ‘of  languazc, 
pure such & stucy Oe the ‘scone or thls.p-nort.’) 


Pnener svudy onthe! onmotione] sxorcssion of a tin-vea 
Peer eirl, Florence Gootencugh m-ntirns. the child's vocelizations, but 
Pee WePS NO SHON words. ch More) comblctc study of the vocal sounds 
Sows cig 1s co De tound In the Journel of Grnepie AN ia8 SU 5 an 
MeCarthy's “Note on the Vocel Sounds of 3 Slind-Doef Girl.” No mcening-~ 
Maver icn is found, however. 


year-old blind- 


ry | 


Lt we could) compers ‘tne lenmuaccd ceveclooment' of) dceef-blind preschool 
Peeraron with tnat of chileron who pre blind only, we sho i cortainly do 
SO. How-ver, so far as we ‘now, € stucy hae never been mede of the lan- 
See nerowln Ol a Diindg wre scnool) ce 37 1d. UCAVE eter oak ie Laid aod 
hoxu yoor et the Arthur’ Sunsvine Home end Nursery Sehool for the Blind, 
Pmt 3s hoved thet simileronos wild bo made at other nursorics. 


Neithsr have; similer  stuci:.s oocn maic, so fer’eas is known, on the 
ayo to oment, Of spoxen, moanineful vocabulary in decaf orzschool children. 
Poon cvidcnee wo havc ber ebl- to obtain so far regarding tho. svokon 
Pte salary OLlivoune Soot eal ldr nn Are) come tous through corrsspondcnes 
Barer as OL SOG Of thgvmoll nown institutions fer the deef in) this 
Sountry. At the Clark School in Northamoton, th: svno.n vocabulary of 
Seecnvoer old child of av-recs mintelity efter two yoers of instruction 
Pencons.cdcred to bee 


Nouns - TS | Swi SUR SO COUNT Gen £eo lot names not 
Verbs ~ Oe ios countad. 


Colors - Veo PRR Moms PI OT) Ns TEC CINCO Sie 

AGjcctiv-s - Op ere Sco a A aS) 2! Lr COTE CONEl s 
Pronouns - Mi 

Simple exorcssio 


SI cepnowaviree: Ni npigeveniia or scven oroheoly insccognizca: not 
Porc unan ton color nemcs, 10) Stims roesensbly ser: to essume that this 


weno nex mum mimo) neludcdyin the snoxen vocabulary of tris, evorage 
Peegmeotd.  Ihie cans thet! trhclJeverag: child of sev n veers efter two 
Pears Of instruction at the Clap: Scnool ‘<nows som wheres botwocn 175 
and °45 words. 


Part of Leonerd's larecr voesstirry should undoubtedly be laid to 
Mele norLor mente lity. Invspita iof the fret thet as vot It hes not 
Bocm possiol to give Rim enyt° ine resembling a montrl tcst, no one who 
Mas had prolongsd contact «3th him «ntsortains any dcubts ebout his 
Sevings every nigh degra: of ecneral int-lligsnec. | Some of ‘the increascd 


Pecapulary, howevcr, \mey well be creditcd) to the method »y which he has 
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Been teught. Leonerd's vary suocriority hs mec it »osrible to 
Pov ee MOPS eer icing oomonstrevion of the veluc of tho Hall-Tadoma 


mothod. 


ime rpine ioe] of ths Contral Institutes for the Deaf in’ Sts Louis 
Woo: Chet seven year old children in thet school did rcguler socond 
@raao work, end had the voceabulery of a heering soven yoar old, although 
Pee vend orsn wereynoL axpcetcd) TO hay" elk the shedcas of meaning of the 
Werds. However, 10 is not clrar that this rcfergs to svoken, meaningful 
vocebulary which the child is edle to uso in spontancous speech. 


Prom other sources wo nove reecived the Imorcssion that the 
pono, Moeninehul vocabulery cf the averrec deaf sc ing. child of seven 
yeers is not morc than 250 words. 


Secing preschocl children 


At the boginning of our study we oxpocted to compars Leonerd's 
vocabulary with that of children of differcnt agcs from aprroximatcly 
sighte-n months to s-ven y-ars. However, since most of the vocabularins 
OF eeriidron undor five yoars of ese have scon compllod by cxpcrimenting 
Beponts or r-letives, and since most of tuces children hevs had distinct- 
aeeupcrior-mintel ebilityyiwe folt tat thire wes Littl: to be, gained 
bY commaring Loonard's «xt-nt and tyo- of vocabulary with thet of secing 
Pyiegrcen uncer kindcrsaptcn @-c. In the bidlicgranhy a list of studics 
Poe Vinenumnay arford eiwalneadi= beezeround to the wuncerstending of 
peer ay Looment in othar en idran, «ven though few of the so rofcorencos 
cen ba uscd as a basis for statistical comnarison. 


in Child Welfers, calicd 

nicnecvend tho Extent: or 

-lizabeth Smith hes madc a 
quete a fcw vearegraphs: 


In onc. of the Univereity.of lowe Studi- 
Pe invesetcstion of the Dovaloom-nt of the 
Vocabulery in Young Childr-n," Dr 
meee, survey of investigstions fr 


co 
—_ 
sie 


First Words 


PAvener senda ict ro dttenming, tae dev on whieh the child 
first uses a word with moaning, for his babbling sounds frequently 
texe (On the form’of words @ltncuch they still doi not have mocning 
for him. Stern snd others cfll these first words ‘word sontenecs" 
For they heve for the culld the, seme. purpose as whole scntences for 
SOULCSs, CLOcm surcsses thc vo pel) qualtty of thseo words and 

Oth rs heve neved their cmotional, volitione!l cherect or. 


ino ace Tor ooeeinning to. talk ines becn revortcd for individual 
children by several obscrvers, and on groups of normal c»ildron by a 
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him many hours at a time in ordcr to catch cach new word that he uses. 
On the basis of the results of her vocabulary tosts and on tho basis of 
the date collcctcd by provious investigators, she places among her con- 
clusions the statement that "the average number of words in children's 
vocabularics incroascs from 0 at cight months to about 2500 at six yrs." 
She also concludes that "Tho most significant factor in increase of 
vocabulary is that of mental agc." 


Whereas this last statement is undoubtcdly true with regard tc sec- 
ing and hearing children, those who work with the blind, tho deaf, and 
tee deaef-blind, must aercoe thet the barricr imposed by such physical 
limitations creates a wide hiatus between mental age and normal vocabulery 
development. In other words, the presence of a major physical handicap f 
throws into rclicf the importance of cxpcricnec in the development of 
mental concopts and therefore of languces. 


In a study made by Gcriach in which the results of twenty-nine 
Bevcoliealors, were combince,’ tcntative figures for the sizo: of the 
average two-ycar-old's vocabulary werc sot at 454.56 words and for the 
averago thrco-ycar-old's vocabulary at 1608.5 words, a gain of 25€% in 
one yoer. 


The Prosont. Study 


The first tvo topics upon which we sought information arc: the size 
and nature of Leonard's vocabulery, up to June 1, 19343 and the extent 
tO whieh his prescnt vocabulary paraliels that of secing children. In 
this conncetion we used two lists which represent the average child's’ 
yocabulary up to and including six ycars of age. The first of these is 
published in the Twenty-Fourth Yearbook of the National Socicty for the 
etudy of Education, Part I:Reoort of the National Committcc on Reading, 
pages 186-193, 1925. This vocebulary list, usually known as the Common- 
est Words List, is bascd on three investigations, the results of which 
mere, pooled. Since the three studics togcthcr contain nearly five 
thousand words, only those were kept which “Noceurred in three investiga- 
ieee Walia voOUua li troguoncy of) 1S or more, or) in tCwo.\of. the. three ‘inves- 
tigations with a total frequency of 25 or mere." Tho final list of 994 
words is called "Tho Commonost “ords in the Spok>n Vocabulary of Children 
up to and Including Six Yoars of Ago." 


The sccond list was prcpared by The Child Study Committoe cf the 
International Kindorgartcn Union in 1928 for the use of tcachers of the 
first grado. It is called, "A Study of the Vocabulary of Childron Before 
Entcring First Gradc," and is published by tho International Kindergarten 
Pooon, 120) leth Steect Ne"., Washington, D.C. For the, sake of brovity 
me shell call it the ikU List, 
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The words for.this: dist were chosen from’ three sourecs! (1) ‘words 
used by children while ettcnding kindergarten, (2) those used by Chil} 
dron whon stimutated by pictures, and (3) those uscd by children in the 
memes. The list contains 2696 words and includes almost all of the words 
Pee ned. in the Commonvst Words bist... The Piftecn in the patter. list 
Poo wars not te be found in) the TKU Ta are givon in the following 


mepic, togcthor with other forme of the same words) to bo found in the 
peoond list. 
able I, Words in Commoncet Words List Net Found in IKU List, and 
bififecront frorms cf Same Words Found in IKU List 
Commenocst Words ITKU Form 
awake wake (s) 
biscuit biscuits 
boil 
ehh 
Heaven 
husband 
sack gack and, Jill 
Jack ¥rost 
Known knows 
Dit eher 
soak 
somocne som: body 
somebody's (pess.) 
somebody's (is) 


URArsty 

ticket 

toe tees 
whir 


iL beseperent. from tThisstebia thet. the d¢iferanecs. boetwocn) the two 
Seebs erovinsienificant. If one or thc other is to be used as a cheek 
list of Loonard's vocatule ry development, the IKU List would scem to be 
the botteor onc of the two since in it thc frequeneics of oceurrenco have 
Geen tigurcd.\ The plan for placing a word according to its)frequency ts 
Pern uscd by Dre Thorndike eandvDr. Horn in, thcir ‘lists. That iss 


la Firet numbor @ives the. thousand in«which\ words occur. Since 
this list has only 2596 words, only tnree, thousands are indicatcd. 
The ictborstoiie® whether 8) word) oecurs in the first;or)\second five 


and. (a) represents the first 500 and (b) the 


hundrod of any thous 
theusand. 


secend, S00 Un any 


ee tho sceond number indicatcs the hundred cf the 500 .in whl 
envumcra occurs, This is,eiven only for: tho first: $00 of ‘the first 
1000. 
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"To illustrate: Word 'a’ Ccoars amithe Pina moo ma. the; first DOO 6r 
the Tirst 1000 im cach 1fst. The word ‘about occurs in the second~100 of 
mre first 500 of the first 1000 in the KINDERGARTEN LIST, in the fourth 
Beret cheipires) 500 of the first 1000 in the PICTURE, LIST, and! in the 
Pe ond 100 of the first. 500) of the first 1000'/in the HOME LIST." 


By checking Leonard's addition of now words to his meaningful vocabu- 
fary against those two lists, it will be possible to guide his acquisi- 
tion of language so that he will be cquipped with the most important words 
which are neecssary for the oxpression of ideas, wishes, and questions on 
ene part of small children. It will also be possible to use these chock 
lists as a rough index of Lconard's ability to grasp the mcaning of 
regular first grade rcading matcrial. 


In gctting a numerical record of Loonard's spoken, mcaningful vocabu- 
lary, wo have followed tho policy used in thc Commoncst Words and the IKU 
Lists for deciding just what was e word. On the assumption that cach 
variation of a word stands for a difforcnt conecpt in the child's mind, 
the following arc listed as soparatc and distinct words in both of those 
vOvaDulary lists: plurals, possessives, inflectcd forms of the vorb, 
compound words, abbreviatod verb forms such as isn't, and a fow groups of 
words which stand for ono idca in the child's mind. The IKU List also 
in¢ludes some distinctly childish words, such as ding dong. Proper namcs 
are not included in either list excopt for a few which have geographical, 
historical, or litcrary standing such as Jack Frost, Christmas, Indian, 


Because of Leonerd's inability to acquire words except as they are 
taught him directly, we fool that we have obtaincd a practically complete 
record of his spokcn, meaningful vocabulary up to June 1, 1934. Miss 
Hall has kept a veluable record of his language achicvemont, and in 
aadition to this wc had recoursc to an observational record which has 
been made of Leonerd by Miss Potts and Miss Maxficld almost overy day 
Banece the first of February for eppreximately an hour until the first of 
Junc. Usually the rccord wes madc some time between 9:20 and 10:40, 
depcnding upon what Leonard happcne-d to be doing upon a givon day. 


Just to make sure that wo had obtained all his vocabulary, wo con- 
sultcd cveryone who had close contact with him, -specially Miss Leola 
Thompson, his attendant, and Miss Ruth Keycs who has boen observing him 
Since February. 


Table II shows Leonard's completc vocabulary including proper namcs, 
On Jvurnc 1, 1934, In all, he knows 410 words. Whon the proper namcs 
have been deducted to make his vocabulary comparablo with the IKU List, 
it is found to contain $87 words. 
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Table: TI, Complote Spoken end Moaningful 
Vocabulary of Leonard Dowdy 
June 1, 1934 


€. Miss Burnell day fourteen 
artcrnoon Bustor desk Friday 
all button dog 
am byc-byc doll 
Mise Amanda door gave 
Wise Amanda's down got 
amon cake drank girl 
an came dress give 
and candy drum e@) 
applic cap duck Ged 
arc car dust gone 
arm carricd dustcd good 
ate carry good-bye 
away eat good morning 
caught oar got 
ehair Earl gum 
back choe-k cat gun 
bad checks cgg 
bag chin eight 
ball Clirton cightoon heir 
bailcon ccat c lbow hairbrush 
banana Miss Cobb elaven Miss Hall 
Miss Barbour coffec eye Miss Hall's 
baskot Cola cyos Miss Hamman 
bath comb hends 
bathtub combed hang 
bed ecme facc happy 
big ecokcd feet Nr. Hartwell 
bit ecokic ikanay has 
blow eookics PiPtcon heave 
book cottcn firty ho 
bought coughcd hingor head 
bounce count fingors help 
bow Ve country fish Miss Helppic 
bowed cover five hid 
box COW flag hide 
boy eracker flower hill 
break erred flowers hit 
broke Coy foot hoc 
broom cup fork home 
brush cupboard forty hop 
brushed curled found horn 
bumped cut four horse 


hui 
NR 

Heats) 
Wa 


Why Wh 


Bi 


I 


i 


mh 


AM 


} 


if 
¥ 


| 


hot 
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how 
how-de-de 
hug 
hugecd 
hune 

hurt 
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in 

chy hme 

iron 
ircning-board 
is 

nike 


jar 
JO 


Jump 
jumped 


knecl 
knelt 
Knifc 
la 
laugh 
laughed 


Leonard 
Leonerd's 
eee 
Lakes 

LEDC Le 
lost 

LOY, 
loves 


Made 
mak: 
mame 
man 
many 
mena 
marblos 
march 
Miss Maxfiold 
nav 

mc 

moat 
milk 
Monday 
mone ¥ 
menth 
morning 
mouth 
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nut 
nuts 


of 

off 

on 
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epon 
epencd 
orange 
ouch 
out 
one ror 
over 
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Miss Petts 
rordor 

or uGy 
pull 
mudlod 


rush 


rabbit 
raining 
rako 
ran 

rat 
ride 
rock 
rodc 
rolled 
rope 


salt 

sand 
sandteble 
sat 
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shovel 
showcd 
shut 
sick 
sit 

i 4 
sixtocn 
sloop 
smell 
smc licd 


snow 
snowball 
soap 
some 
soon 
soup 
soin 
spoon 
spun 
stand 
stcp 
stepped 
stick 
stockings 
stool 
store 
stove 
suit 

sun 
Sunday 
swim 
swimming 
swing 
swung 


table 
Tad 
take 
talk 


talked 
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Don 

thank 

tha 

them 

they 

Ere hoch 
Laarvy 
thirty-one 
Miss Thompson 


Miss Thompson! 
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throw 
thumb 
thumbe 
Thursday 
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to 

today 
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tomorrow 
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took 
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towel 
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twenty-six 
twenty-three 
twenty-two 
twenty 
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under 
unit 
up 


wake 
wolk 


walked 
warm 

wash 
Washington 
watch 
water 

we 
Wodnesday 
week 

woll 

went 

what 
where 
whipped 
will 

wind 
window 
window-sill 
with 
woman 
women's 
work 


yos 
yestorday 
you 

your 
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Table III... Lconard's Vocabulary According to 
Frequency of Words in 1.K.U. List 
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In table ITI the 354 words cf Loonard's vocabulary which are found 
gm the IKU List have been divided according to their frequoncy of occur- 
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thousand. 


it) devintvoresting to seo that) almost half of these 
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This proportion would seem 
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to indicate that the words taught him have been wiscly chosen. 


In tablc IV which contains the words in Leonard's vocabulary not 


appearing in the IKU List, most 
perscenal cxpericneecs which give 


perticular concepts. 


Tepleol Vs. 


Miss Amanda 


Miss Amanda's 


amen 


Miss Barbour 
bowed 
Miss Burnell 
Buster 


cheek 
chin 

Peo oon 
Mies Cebb 
combed 
coughed 
curled 


dusted 


Karl 
elbow 


hairbrush 
Miss Hall 
Miss Hall's 
Miss Hamman 
Mr. Hartwell 
Miss Helppie 
hid 
how-de-de 
hug 

hugged 


troning-board 


JO 


keys 

Miss Keyes 
kissed 
knecl 
knelt 


Lecnard 
Leonard's 
loves 

Miss Maxfield 
SU aor, 

Miss Fierce 


pitcher 
Miss Potts 


of the words have to do directly with 
opportunity for the devclopment of these 


Leonerd's Words not in I.K.U. List 


shook 
smelled 
spun 
swung 


Tad 

talked 

Miss Thompson 
Miss Thompson's 
thumbs 

Crow 


unit 
whipped 


windcw-sill 
woman's 
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Vord lists such as the twe which we have employed in this study 
are mest valuable when-they are treated by the teacher as criteria for 
the achievement cf the pupil rather than as aims in themselves. Although 
provebly all the werds in the Commonest Words and IKU Lists are funda-~ 
mental to the develcnment of further language growth, it is more im- 
portent for Leonard tc learn words for which he makes a demand whether 
prynet they appear in either cf these lists, just so long as his exiat~ 
ing vecabulary makes possible a true understanding on his part of the 
desired wcerds. heference to word lists should, however, keep before 
the teacher the need for making opportunities for the deaf-blind child 
tc heave the experiences he needs if he is to ecquire the background of 
knowledge which ls so important for first grade reading and for social 
contacts with other children. 


Actual parallelism of development between the vocabularies of deaf- 
blind children and those of seeing, hearing children would seem not only 
impcessible cf attainment but almost undesirable. Those who have worked 
with visually and orally handicapped young people are conscious of the 
refreshing"difference” in their method of expressing themselves. The 
very lack of stereotypy in their speech often makes them more socially 
acceptable kecause they sre more stimulating. To the lay person, this 
nrivete of expression is likely to indicate delightful originality of 
thought. Whether this is so, or whether it simply indicates lack of 
experience with slang end other hackneyed forms of expression cannot be 
judged easily. Certainly the different intellectual and emotional ex- 
perience cf the deaf-blird results in a difference in perspective and 
concept of the world which might conceivably be of genuine value. For 
example, the visually and aurally handicapped students at Perkins, includ- 
ing Lecnard, seem to have an uncanny ability to Wsize up" a situation 
sc far as the actual facts are concerned, and then to interpret the 
situaticn in a way which is novel to the seeing and hearing people 
eround ther, yet in ea wey which has real point. 


Leonard's Gremmatical Forms of Specch 


According to Drever there sre three factors which influence child 
vocabulary -- "environment, direction and development of interests, 
mentel growth or ability to take mental grip of its world. Its enviren- 
ment will affect mainly its nouns, the direction of its interests will 
be best seen in its verbs and mental grip will be best shown by its 
pronouns, adverbs, prepositions, and conjunctions." 


With Leonerd's vocabulary list as we now have it, it is not possible 
to distinguish in all cases whether the words are nouns or verbs or both, 
or whether the same word has two meanings. It is suggested that in the 
future careful record be kept of these details, so that a study may be 
made of the deaf-blind chiid's vocabulary development from Drever's point 
of viewe 
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Observation of Leonard's sentence construction reveals the fact that 
although he clings rather closely to word groupings as they have been 
Biven to him, he nevertheless uses these groupings correctly in 
varied situations. Toward the end of the year it was interesting to 
notice in him a growing tondency to make new word groupings. For 
imstance, after he nad been telling visitors, "Sit down. Take off 
your coat," he one day said to me in his cottage, "You take off your 
@oat, come, sit cown." 


Although Leonard is able to remember long sentences and to repeat 
them meeningfully, he did not reach the stage of using compound 
Sentencecs until toward the end of the year. He still. talks by pre- 
ference in short sentences such as, "Clifton went to a store. He 
bought some candy. He gave it to us. We ate it." He can, however, 
use rather complicatcd simplc sentences such as "May I put a box of 
marbles into a cupboard?" 


Implications of this study 


One of the chief valucs of this study is that it has put on record 
definite evidence of the fact thet five and six year old deaf-blind 
Children can acquire orally a large cnough vocabulary to bring them 
into social contact with sceing and hearing pcople practically at the 
beginning of their school carcers. Whether every deaf-blind child of 
preschool age can acquire as many words in as short a time as has 
Leonard, only thc future cen tclle We cannot know at present whether 
even Leonard will continue his rapid rate of languege growth or whether, 
as he meets more comolex situations which call for more symbolic and 
abstract modes of expression, his progress will slow down. The results 
of the oral mcthod as applied with Leonard are sufficicntly startling 
to warrant further trial with other dcaf-blind prescnool children, and 
when possible, with some child who is congenitally deaf and blind. 
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